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Abstract

The U.S. Representation and Human commercialization
of the U.S. Army's PX in Park Wanseo's Novels

Choi, Sun-Young*

In the history of Korean novel, Park Wan-seo penetrated the literary
barren land of Korean War, testifying about the daily life conditions and
the wounds of the people during wartime. Park Wan-seo’s experience of
the U.S. Army Post-eXchange(PX), where she worked, is revealed in detail
through her multiple works. The PX in the 1950s was the first “American
space” encountered by a wartime Korean. The mental experience of longing
and humiliation manifested in it is a tantamount to the testimony of a
wartime Korean facing a new modern order. Therefore, this article will take
a look at the form of existence of PX’s displayed in Park Wan-seo's works
"A bare tree” and "Would the mountain really be there?” and Korean
presence in it.

The Liberation Day and the Korean War elevated the U.S. as a pillar
and blueprint for Korea's survival. In the process, the PX located in
Myeong-dong, Seoul, and the U.S. products, which were sold there, were
given a new symbolic value. If U.S. goods, which have a utopian nature
and are found behind the display windows, represent the “Utopian America”,
then PX, which flaunts and displays U.S. goods is tantamount to “America-
Arcade”. In front of it, wartime Koreans experienced both, fascination and
relative deprivation. This difference shows the sense of hierarchy between
Korea and the U.S. and also represents the current changing modern time,
which made Koreans imprisoned into the phenomenon of self-othering.

Meanwhile wartime Koreans are represented as ‘human goods’ in the

PX. This is more of an expression and an internalized perception in the

* Myongji University



modern space of ‘arcade’, rather than a schematic result of making oneself
other. The image of the orphanages” direct store in the PX is a ‘patriotic
product that induces the U.S.’s ‘donation’. The Korean extreme situation
and the pain of war, in which they have run out of things to sell, remain
a humiliation to wartime Koreans and this humiliation is soon being
internalized by wartime Koreans, along with the dynamics of hierarchy
between the countries. This remains a metaphor and representation of
modern Koreans” subjective perception of the world and their self-awareness.

PX Girl, a sales representative of PX, is a ‘post-war impersonator and
belongs to Aprée Girl, which is at that time known for the economic power
and good English skills. On one side women are considered as mannequins
by the U.S. military, and on the other side they are stigmatized as ‘Yanggalbo
(i.e. foreigners” prostitutes) by South Koreans. Excluded by their pre-
modern values, these women sell ‘love goods. Through their love affairs
with the U.S. military, they dream of getting a ticket and escaping to
U.S.A. The repeated failure of the PX girls, who did not manage to defect,
confirms the falsity of ‘Utopian America and leaves them empty-handed.
However, the existential significance of the PX girls can be found in terms
of the breakout energy in pre-modern society and their achievement of the

modern ability.

Key Words : PX, Arcade, American Dream, Human Products, PX Girl, Escape,
Phantasmagoria, compassionate products, love products, modem times,
fetishism
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